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doctors, though how he achieved this is not explained. At
all events, that this did happen was all the more unfortunate
so far as Anglo-German relations were concerned, for it only
added fueJ to the fire of hatred which burned elsewhere.

There can be no doubt that whatever Morell Mackenzie
had really thought about his patient's malady up to this
time, he became frightened upon reaching Villa Zirio.

On the day after his arrival the Crown Prince asked
him point blank if he thought the disease might be
cancer.

"I'm sorry to say, sir," he replied "that it looks very
much like it. It is impossible to be certain."

For a moment the Crown Prince gazed at the doctor.
He covered his face with his hands and burst into bitter
weeping. It was not the fear of death, nor was it that the
words were unexpected. He was shaken by a bitterness that
was in his very soul.

Vicky records the words of her stricken husband. ' To
think that I should have such a horrid, disgusting illness/
he moaned,' that I shall be an object of disgust to everyone,
and a burden to all! I had so hoped to be of use to my
country. Why is Heaven so cruel to me ! What have I done
to be thus condemned ? What will become of you ? I have
nothing to leave you.'

The Englishman was no longer anxious to carry the sole
responsibility. After his words with the Crown Prince,
Morell Mackenzie left the room and sent a long telegraphic
report to Berlin. Its reception caused a tremendous sensa-
tion, almost a panic. The city became full of rumours that
the Crown Prince was dying. The Crown Princess was
accused of keeping the truth from the nation. The German
doctors received instant instructions from Bismarck, packed
their bags, and descended in full force upon Villa Zirio, with
several new colleagues among their number. It had become
a State problem. The initiative could be left no longer
with the Crown Princess. The aifair presented infuriating
difficulties, for you cannot easily abduct even your own
Crown Prince from a foreign territory when an eminent